THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
his marriage. But he knew now, grown elderly, that it must
come. He was baptized on Whit Sunday, 597. Such was the
prestige given to monarchy by the Roman tradition that even
a king on this small scale decided the issue for his people, and
the Kentish freemen and much more numerous slaves were
baptized in shoals: ten thousand of them in the Swale on
Christmas Day, among other occasions. Augustine went back
to France to be consecrated bishop, returned, and was joined
by three more agents sent from Italy by the Pope—Justin,
Mellitus, and Paulinus. They brought with them as a symbol
of Augustine's Archbishopric the pallium sent by the Pope. It
was a consecrated shoulder-piece of white wool, which in later
times shrank to be no more than a stole. Its possession was the
mark of Primacy at Canterbury for more than nine hundred
years. Justin, Mellitus, and Paulinus also brought the Pope's
orders for a new English hierarchy. It was, presumably, an
attempted restoration of the scheme which had existed in this
country when the united and centralized Roman Empire was
flourishing. There were to be two Metropolitan sees, at London
and York, each with a province of twelve dioceses. It apparently
might be taken for granted that the remaining bishops of
Western Britain would help the work of restoring civilization
and would spread it, and the Faith, under St Augustine's leader^
ship, throughout the island. They were only seven in number,
it seems. The rest of the dioceses had been wiped out in the
turmoil of those two hundred years of raids and decline. But
those seven bishops and their Christian priests might rally to
the re-establishment of society in the ravaged eastern part of the
island. That is what had happened elsewhere. The civilized
parts helped the recovery of the neighbouring places that had
fallen back into barbarism during the troubles of the Empire.
St Augustine met them at some unknown place in the south
middle of England, perhaps at Cricklade, perhaps on the Severn,
and was surprised to hear them refuse.
In their long isolation the British bishops in the West had
not followed the change of the calendar; they kept Easter at a
different date from the rest of the Church, and there had grown
up or been handed down minor difficulties of local custom,
as in the tonsure and the rite of baptism, which could perhaps
have been arranged. But the fixed mood of the Westerners
was against union, At a second meeting in the following year
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